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News

A safe haven

By NICOLE DANMA Colorado Daily Staff Writer
Tuesday, June 5, 2007 8:50 PM MDT
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e e e Boulder County residents who find themselves victims of domestic violence will have a

News new place to turn once a new alternative housing shelter, constructed by Safe Shelter and
CU & Boulder HomeAid Colorado, is completed in Longmont.

Beyond Boulder

Opinion Unlike Boulder-based Safe House Progressive Alliance, which is designed to provide
Our Take shelter, education, and advocacy for victims of interpersonal violence, Longmont-based
Your Take Safe Shelter provides emergency services for women and children living with domestic
Lettars abuse.

Sports

-lfﬁgaénmrd As the two domestic violence programs currently in place in Boulder County, Boulder and
Buffzone.com Longmont are the anly cities to offer shelter for the temporarily homeless.

Biz & Tech

The Mix According to Laura Brayman, director of HomeAid Colorado, which assists non-profit
Body & Soul providers for the homeless and matches them with participating local builders to create
Calendar housing for the temporarily homeless, the temporarily homeless currently constitute 90
Club Notes percent of the homeless population in the county - many of which are victims of domestic
Food & Drink violence.

Local Scene

ﬂﬂ::gs In Boulder County, Longmant had the highest number of reported

People in the News cases of domestic violence in 2006 - 38 percent of the total 1,207

Spin This reported cases in the county that year, said Liz Smokowski,

Video Games director of Safe Shelter,

Homes & Rentals

Jobs “In 2006 we had to turn away 73 women because our shelter was

Resources full, capacity-wise,” said Smokowski, adding current housing can

Classifieds accommodate 17 people per night. “With our new shelter, we will

be able to house another 23 to 25 women a night.”

When asked why the number of reported domestic violence cases
are highest in Longmont, Smokowski said she "likes to think itis
because of the outreach education.”

“We hope that it's thanks to our community awareness, that they
are recognizing [domestic violence), identifying it, and reporting it,”
said Smokowski.

In Boulder, a similar need for increased temporary shelter may be
on the horizon as well. According to one Boulder's Safe House
Frogressive Alliance employee, Boulder-based shelters currently
accommodate 17 people at any given time.







